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hurt Swift to the quick, dreading, as he then did, the issue
of Stella's illness. Next year1 Bolingbroke seems to have
heard, If not of Stella's death, at any rate of its approach,
for he has no jest to offer, but only a grave and sympathetic
word about Swift's sudden departure from London: "if
indeed it was your own illness which made you in such
haste to he at Dublin." It is not likely that Swift confided
in Bolingbroke as to this tender passage in his life, or that
Bolingbroke believed that Swift had married Stella. But
Bolingbroke stands alone in this respect. The Dean's
other intimates, as has been pointed out elsewhere,2 accepted
the marriage as a fact.

A hitherto unpublished letter written from Laracor to
Archdeacon Walls3 contains an enigmatical sentence,
which perhaps contains the key to the mystery. He is con-
gratulating Walls upon the birth of a daughter, and he
writes in characteristic vein: " I shall be in town, I hope,

1  February, 1728,

2  See my essay in Swift's " Prose Works," xii, 97.   It should be
noted here that the dates given by me in that essay (p. 98) for Swift's
movements in 1716 need to be corrected in some trifling particulars,
now that Ms entire correspondence is before us.  He wrote from Trim
on 26 February, from Dublin on 24 March, from Trim on 6 May, from
Martry on 15 May, from Gallstown on 6, 14, 17, 18 June.  He was
back at Ms Cathedral in July, and appointed a Sub-Dean on 28 July.
He wrote to Pope, apparently from Dublin, on 30 August.   We do
not know of his whereabouts from this until 4 October, when he
wrote a letter from Trim.  He wrote from Dublin on 13 November,
and from Trim continuously from 6 December to 3 February, 1717.
He was back again in Dublin on 18 March at a Chapter meeting;
and (apparently) on 9 March, since we have a letter from him of that
date to Archbishop King which from internal evidence would seem to
have been written at Dublin, although in Faulkner's and Scott's editions
of the Correspondence it Is dated from London, an obvious mistake.
If, then, Swift was secretly married to Stella, as tradition has it, in the
deanery garden at Clogher during the year 1716, it would appear that
the date of the marriage must have been between 30 August and 4
October, a period during which there is a gap in the correspondence.
The evidence that is available does not permit us to go beyond this.

3  7 August, 1713.